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FROM YOUR PASTOR
Fr. Jim Telthorst 894-1373
jtelthorst@marymother.org
Dear Parishioners of Mary Mother of the Church,
Before others share the news with you, as pastor, I want to
tell you that over the past few months the Parish Council
has been considering changing the time and number of our
weekend Masses. No, it is not a matter of fewer numbers
on our membership list; we gain new members almost every
month.
In June, I will again be the only priest assigned to our
parish. I feel I can easily handle one Mass on Saturday and
two on Sunday. (When I am away, the priests who enjoy
coming to our parish will be present.) From a liturgical
point of view, we need to remember the Saturday/Sunday
obligation is not simply a personal one, but a communal
one. On these days our community is obliged to come
together. Having more members at the Masses may better
provide that sense of truly coming together as the Body of
Christ. Available volunteers for our ministries would not be
stretched so thin; and time between Masses will allow the
choirs time to prepare. Our Ad/Fin Commission members
believe this will lessen our expenses as well.
Later on, we will be sending all parishioners two suggested
ways of arranging the time of Masses. Your responses will
guide the Council as to which plan will be put into practice.
Our goal is to begin the new schedule on June 1st.

March, 2016
PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN
Dave Bujnak 487-1465
pcchair@marymother.org
Lent is upon us which usually means we try and give
something up; sweets, swearing, soda, fast food, alcohol,
just to name a few of the more popular ones. Personally
when I “give up” something, I often find myself irritable
and unpleasant to be around. So several years ago I gave up
on “giving up;” and, as I always do, I “Google” searched
this topic and found this simple Catholic response to
“giving something up for Lent.”
Lent is about conversion, turning our lives more completely
over to Christ and his way of life. That always involves
giving up sin in some form. The goal is not just to abstain
from sin for the duration of Lent but to root sin out of our
lives forever. Conversion means leaving behind an old way
of living and acting in order to embrace new life in Christ.
Embrace Christ this Lenten Season as we prepare for the
“Risen Savior.”
On behalf of the Parish Council we wish everyone a
“Happy Easter.”
God bless.

Msgr. James T. Telthorst

********************************
SPOTLIGHT
ON
STEWARDSHIP
This month the Spotlight is on a very dedicated, longstanding member of our parish. She works tirelessly to
make our parish a more beautiful place in which to worship,
by decorating the altar with wonderful vases and baskets
filled with incredibly colorful and awe-inspiring flower
arrangements. Look on page 2 to see who this lady is.
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PARISH COUNCIL
VICE-CHAIRPERSON

DIRECTOR OF
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Ted Montoia 729-7828
pcveep@marymother.org

Ed Lewandowski
894-1373
edlew@marymother.org

You may have already experienced it…
Excitedly, I waited to get the feedback from my friend
whom I had invited to experience the celebration of Mass at
our dear Mary, Mother Parish. I was in for a surprise: “It’s
just too “sing-y” and happy for me” she told me.

First Communion Workshop for Parents of future first
communicants will be on Saturday, March 5th fr om
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. in Rooms 1 and 2.
All Confirmation Candidates attend CLASS on March
6, 7-9 pm. Thanks to those who helped at the Fish Fry on
February 19; candidates “M” through “W” are needed at
the March 4th Fish Fry.
First Communion Retreat Day and Potluck Banquet
will be on Saturday, March 19th. Please bring your child
to the parish hall between 12:15 and 12:30 p.m. (Have
lunch before coming.) Pick up children between 4:30
and 4:45 p.m. and drop off your dish for the potluck
banquet, which follows the 5:00 p.m. liturgy. Since this
is a community day for the children, we ask all children
and families to participate.
First Communion will be on Sunday, May 1, 2016.
Rehearsal and Pictures will be on Tuesday, April 26, at
6:30 p.m. Children rehearse in First Communion attire;
one parent must accompany each child.
CONFIRMATION will be administer ed by Rever end
Monsignor Mark S. Rivituso, Vicar General, on
Wednesday, May 18 at 7:00 p.m. REHEARSAL for
Candidates and Sponsors will be on Monday, May 16th,
7-9 p.m.

What a letdown! While Mary Mother is a very warm and
welcoming place, it’s just not for everyone. Some don’t
want that much warmth; and some want more privacy and
space. Well, that’s okay. The collection of worshipers that
Mary Mother attracts has a special place in my heart. Thank
you for being here!
Keeping Mary Mother alive and vibrant depends on your
active involvement. That means YOU! To paraphrase the
words of John Kennedy: “Ask not what your parish does for
you…ask what you can do for your parish.”
Get involved. Volunteer. Ask how you can help.
Opportunities are everywhere; and the rewards are abundant.
Peace!

GOD BLESS
YOU THIS
LENT
PARISH COUNCIL SECRETARY
Jay & Christine Stuckel
808-0032
pcsec@marymother.org
The January meeting of the Parish Council was an active
discussion on the upcoming Parish Council elections. The
council is open to all comments and suggestions on
improving the election process.
There are 5 openings on the Parish Council this year; and all
parishioners are faithfully asked to consider providing your
time and talent to the continual betterment of our parish as a
member of the Parish Council.
Our next Parish Council meeting is a change from our
usual Thursday meeting because of the Easter Triduum.
The meeting date is Tuesday, March 29, at 7:00 pm.
The following meeting dates are Thursday, April 28, and
Thursday, May 26.

LENTEN FISH FRY
FRIDAY, MARCH 4
4:00—7:00 PM
ADULT DINNERS: $8
CHILDREN’S DINNERS: $4
ALL DINNERS INCLUDE: ENTRÉE, CHOICE OF 2
SIDE DISHES, DESSERT, BREAD AND ICE TEA,
LEMONADE OR COFFEE
HELP!! WE NEED VOLUNTEERS TO WORK
AND/OR PROVIDE DESSERT
FULL MENU ON MARY MOTHER WEBSITE

THE SPOTLIGHT’S ON......
CHRIS SCHMITZ
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE TO
OUR PARISH FAMILY.
Submitted by Jay and Christine Stuckel
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LITURGY NOTES
Ken Barnes
894-1373
kbarnes@marymother.org

We have had a quieter start to our Lenten Season this year
while observing our seasonal focus: “Be still and know
that I am God,” and by singing the song “Be Still” for the
first three Sundays of Lent. However, when the Fourth
Sunday of Lent arrives, things change for a brief time. This
Sunday is called Laetare Sunday (pronounced Lay-tah-ray).
It also has other names such as Rose Sunday, Refreshment
Sunday, or Mid-Lent Sunday. What is the reason for the
change on this Sunday and why is it different from other
Sundays of Lent?
Officially, the midpoint of Lent is the Thursday before
Laetare Sunday, so it has become tr adition, as
mentioned in the Catholic Encyclopedia, for the middle of
Lent to be celebrated with “one day of special signs of
joy intended to encourage the faithful in their course
through the season of penance . . . the contrast between
Laetare and other Sundays is thus emphasized and is a
sign of the joys of this life. . . [and we express] restraint
mingled with a certain somberness.” The day is marked
by the use of the color rose mixed in with purple; there is
brighter lighting, the appearance of some flowering plants,
and the use of more lively, joyful music. “The day is a day
of relaxation from the normal Lenten rigors, a day of
hope with Easter being at last within sight.”

***********************************

ATHLETIC COMMISSION
Denise Kennedy 487-4046
athletics@marymother.org
T-Ball Registration is open until March 20.
Our coaches appreciation dinner is on March 12 in the
Parish Hall starting at 6:00 pm. If you coached, or helped
out with a team in any way, we would like to see you there.
Please RSVP as soon as possible to Denise at
athletics@marymother.org.
We are very excited to welcome Matt Keutzer as our new
Volleyball Lay Director. Below is a short introduction to
Matt.
Matt grew up as a Mary Mother parishioner even before
the gym was built. He brings with him more than 20 years
of coaching volleyball. He started coaching club and has
coached at Vianney High School. He was the head coach
at CBC High School from 1999-2006. He currently
coaches for St. Louis High Performance, which he helped
start many years ago. Matt has been running volleyball
camps for over 20 years and has done numerous coaches’
clinics. He is a teacher in the Lindbergh School District and
is married to his wife Liz with three children: Ethan,
Brendin, and Gretchen.

FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE
Michele Venable
894-1373
parishnurse@marymother.org
Does it feel like the days of spring are already on the way?
Many are looking forward to outdoor sports, projects and
other activities. While returning to these, use care to avoid
muscle strains and joint sprains. Conditioning to strengthen
muscles and warming up properly to loosen muscles is
necessary at all ages. Avoid slippery and uneven surfaces;
and make sure to have well-fitting, proper footwear. Avoid
activity to the point of fatigue as muscles that are too tired
are less likely to provide good support for joints. However,
if a strain or sprain does occur, remember that immediate
treatment should always include rest, ice, compression and
elevation. If the injury is mild, it can be successfully treated
at home. How to know when to seek medical attention?
Three guidelines are given: Inability to walk more than four
steps without significant pain. Inability to move the affected
joint. Having numbness in any part of the injured area.
Source: www.mayoclinic.org, keyword: strains and sprains.
Enjoy the coming season; and I pray for a blessed and
peaceful Lent for all.

ADMINISTRATION AND
FINANCE COMMISSION
Mort Small 2239683
adfin@marymother.org
Good News! Faith Direct now accounts for 60% of our
total contributions made to our offertory. This is an
increase of approximately 10% over the past 2 years.
Since 2003, Faith Direct has helped hundreds of churches
nation-wide implement an eGiving program. At Mary
Mother, Faith Direct has in part helped to increase our
offertory, provided steady/predictable cash flow, and
helped provide financial resources for various outreach and
assistance programs. Faith Direct helps people budget
their giving and follow through on that budget. If a
parishioner is a ‘check-per-week’ giver, then their giving
will be entirely dependent on their attendance, rather than
their intended commitment. Faith Direct enables
parishioners to carry out their commitments regardless of
the weather, sickness, or other personal issues. Faith
Direct also serves as an opportunity to manage your
stewardship as well as your offertory plan. Several
charities are listed on the Faith Direct website to help
facilitate your decision making.
To enroll in eGiving through Faith Direct or to change
your current level of giving, call toll free 1-866-507-8757
or go on-line at faithdirect.net (use our parish code MO56).
Faith Direct is simple – it simplifies your life and makes
giving “hassle free!”
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HEALTH MINISTRY

EVANGELIZATION COMMISSION

Kathy Newbold 843-6801
health@marymother.org

John & Maureen Schumacker
842-4695
evangel@marymother.org

The Health Ministry Commission would like to thank all
parishioners who purchased raffle tickets and bid on the
beautiful baskets offered in conjunction with the February
19 and the March 4, 2016 Fish Fry. The profits from the
raffle tickets and the baskets go to the general revenue for
Mary Mother of the Church.

As we approach Easter Sunday and the Risen Lord, we ask
that you examine this Lenten season from a personal
perspective. Did your Lenten journey deepen your faith?
Did you foster a closer personal relationship with Our Lord?
If so, it may be time to foster your re-born faith by becoming
a welcoming Ambassador to our new parishioners. If you’re
interested, please contact Carol Musielak at 314-845-0084.

The Fun and Fitness Event took place on February 27.
The success of this event will be reported in the May
Update.
New parishioners will receive a written invitation to attend
the April meeting of the Health Ministry Commission.
This gives new parishioners an opportunity to learn what
the Health Ministry Commission does within the parish,
and gives them an opportunity to join this ministry if they
are interested in our activities.
The Garden Tour is scheduled for May 21. There will be 5
gardens to tour, continental breakfast, and 3 speakers so
pray for a beautiful day!

God bless you with health and happiness

CHRISTIAN FORMATION
Judy Nigh 487-7125
formation@marymother.org
Lent is known as a penitential season. That means an
opportunity to examine your life, give your struggles to
God, and invite him to help you become the-best-version-ofyourself. In particular, there is an increased focus on prayer,
fasting, and almsgiving. All these spir itual exer cises help
prepare us for the celebration of the passion, death, and
Resurrection of Jesus.
It has only been two weeks since the start of Lent; and it is
not too late to avail yourselves of some of the reading
material that can be yours to use this Lenten season. If you
haven’t finished reading the book, “Rediscover Jesus,” this
would be a good time to finish that book.
The St. Louis Chapter of ACTS Missions has invited our
parish to attend a Lenten Day of Reflection, Faith-Sharing
and Prayer: “As He Hung from the Cross, Jesus said …”
on Saturday, March 5th at St. Paul’s in Fenton. This day
begins with Mass at 8 am and concludes at 3 pm. A free
will offering suggestion: $10 for lunch and snacks. The
facilitators will be two Oblate School of Theology trained
ACTS Spiritual Companions. Please register by email to
Penny Hartley at denpenhartley@sbcglobal.net.

What should be the role of our Evangelization Commission?
Have an opinion? Perhaps you would like to share your
thoughts or even take a leadership role in defining a path.
We need active members to join this commission. Please
call John or Maureen Schumacker at 314-842-4695 or
contact us through the Mary Mother website.

CHRISTIAN SERVICE COMMISSION
Mary Ellen Factor 894-3925
service@marymother.org
I pray you are finding joy and peace in using your Rice
Bowl this Lent. It's a wonderful spiritual practice to
minister as Jesus did to ease the suffering of our brothers
and sisters here and globally. It also foster justice and
provides developmental assistance. A Dominican Brother
will speak at our Sunday Masses on March 6th about his
experiences ministering in Western Africa.
In this year of Mercy, may we receive mercy as well as
bring mercy to others.
May our Lent be joyful!

**********Book Fair**********
May 13-15, 2015
Weekend AFTER Mother’s Day

Collecting books begins March 19-20.
We’d love to have your help sorting
books on Mondays and Fridays.
Sign-up in vestibule or call Pat 892-6782.
Bring us CDs, DVDs, and ALL books
except text books.
PLEASE NO VHS, cassettes, records,

magazines or encyclopedias
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LITURGY COMMISSION
Andy Dapron 550-2094
liturgy@marymother.org
As we continue our journey through Lent and move toward
Holy Week and our Easter celebrations, we pray that our
community, as well as each of you individually, continue to
be more deeply awakened to the merciful love of Christ and
the Paschal Mystery. Many thanks to Jane Goeke and her
Lenten liturgies team for being instruments of the Lord
drawing us into this deeply prayerful and reflective time.
And, thanks to Carol Drury for taking up the responsibility
of leading our Holy Week celebrations.
Also, thanks to those who have agreed to take on new
responsibilities within our various liturgical ministries. All
of those who serve or participate in any way in our
communal prayer contribute to a deeper, richer, and,
hopefully, more meaningful worship experience for the
whole parish. The sacrifice of time and talent indeed yields
great fruit!
As Lent progresses, may we keep our eyes fixed on the
cross. May we experience the transformative power of
sacrificial love, knowing that acceptance of the cross
inevitably gives way to the empty tomb…

TITHING
January, 2016 - 5 Sundays
$1,155 each agency
Arnold Food Pantry – Provides a food pantry and thrift shop
for those in need.
Energy Care – Provides financial assistance with utility bills
for those facing loss of gas or electric services.
Living Well Village - Instructs and encourages youth with
medical problems, such as cancer, diabetes or obesity, in
an intense camp experience with a health and wellness
focus.
Let’s Start – Assists women who are discharged from prison
to face the challenge of integrating back into society.
Services include housing, education, counseling and job
search support.
Vincent Gray Alternative High School – Helps provide an
education for poor, at-risk young men and women in a
supportive and respectful atmosphere.
Micro-financing Partners in Africa – A micro-financing
ministry of the Sisters of the Most Precious Blood and the
Sisters of St. Joseph that provides help for women
establishing cottage industries to support their families.

********************************************

MARY MOTHER CERTIFICATES
WILL BE SOLD ON THE FOLLOWING
WEEKENDS:
MARCH 5-6
MARCH 19-20
APRIL 2-3
APRIL 16-17
APRIL 30-MAY 1
********************************************

YOUTH COMMISSION
Danielle Farmer 803-4613
youth@marymother.org
At our last meeting, the Youth Group decided to start Donut
Sunday for teens and their families after 11:15 Mass. We
will be meeting on the first Sunday of the month and would
love to see all the teens (including the eighth graders) and
their families there. We have agreed that it will be $1 per
person. If you any more questions, please contact Clare
Ernst. In addition, we recently registered for our summer
retreat, Steubenville. This year we have a record high! In
January, since we were not able to go on the March for Life
in Washington, D.C., teens attended an Archdiocesan-led
program, Mass, and protest in front of Planned Parenthood.
It was an amazing experience; and we appreciate all those
who joined us in prayer.

MEN’S RETREAT
March 31 – April 3, 2016
At Marianist Retreat Center
All men of the parish are invited to participate in our
ACTS Retreat. Registration Forms are available in
baskets in the vestibule or lobby of the parish office;
or see www.marymother.org. This will be the only
men’s retreat in 2016, so don’t miss this
opportunity to strengthen your relationship
with Christ.
P.S. An ACTS Retreat for women is planned for
September 29-Oct 2, 2016 at Marianist.
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CITIZENS AGAINST
PORNOGRAPHY
Carl Hendrickson 892-6451
Pornography and prostitution are “symbiotically related” to
human trafficking and the latter cannot exist without the
former (Fall 2012, Journal of Human Rights and Civil
Society). Trafficking victims often are forced to produce
pornography, especially hard core pornography, and the
consumption of pornography contributes to human
trafficking. If we are to end the trade in human beings, we
must fight sex trafficking on all fronts, including identifying
and advocating for changes in public policy and law.
Two bills in Congress, HR 3226 and S 1968, would amend
the Securities Exchange Act to require companies to
disclose in their annual report steps taken to address human
trafficking. Please contact your elected officials and ask
that they support this and other steps taken to end
human trafficking. Senator Blunt’s local number is 314725-4484, Senator McCaskill’s is 314-367-1364.and
Congresswoman Wagner’s is 636-779-5449. The St. Louis
area is vulnerable to the influx of traffickers because of the
number of interstate highways.

METROPOLITAN
CONGREGATIONS
UNITED
Ginny Schrappen 487-6584
ginnyschrappen@sbcglobal.net
A friend recently shared that he takes for granted his child
will go from school-to-college-to-career. He assumes
success. Others do not share this vision. Another friend
told me of her 17-year-old son who took his own life while
being held in solitary confinement in an adult prison. A
successful young man recently told of how a trip to the
principal’s office took him down a path that nearly led to
prison. All were stories told while discussing the “school-to
-prison pipeline.”
MCU’s 2016 General Assembly/Dinner was held on January
26 at Central Reform Congregation in St. Louis City.
Accomplishments of 2015 were celebrated and goals for
2016 were set.
In 2016, MCU will target the “school-to-prison pipeline” in
a campaign labeled, “Break the Pipeline.” The Education
Task Force is targeting reduction of out-of-school
suspensions while school districts are exploring changes in
disciplinary policies. The Juvenile Justice Task Force is
supporting state legislation aimed at keeping juveniles in
juvenile detention centers where they can receive education
and counseling.
Call Helen Sloan for more information: 314-803-4890.

PRO-LIFE
Eileen Carney
Craig Snavely

270-3178
487-8995

Thank you to all those who contributed to the Coalition for
Life collection on the weekend of January 23-24th. We
collected a total of $857. This collection benefits
Birthright, Our Lady’s Inn, Good Shepherd Family
Counseling and Blessed Theresa of Calcutta.
We had 17 parishioners sign up for our Adopt-A-Day for
the 40 Days for Life campaign on Saturday, February 20th.
We again partnered with Assumption Parish to fill all the
time slots. It’s not too late to go to www.40daysforlife.com
to receive the daily devotionals and stories from the 273
cities in 23 countries participating in a 40 Days for Life
campaign. Thank you to all those who participated and
have been praying for the lives of the unborn and their
families.
Our next opportunity to support the Culture of Life will be
the baby shower benefiting Birthright of Hillsboro in April.
Be on the lookout for items that could be used by the
families who need assistance in providing for the needs of
their new baby.

I
AM
THE
RESURRECTION
AND
THE
LIFE
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March, 2016
For more details, go to: www.marymother.org/calendar.aspx
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BAPTISMS:
Elijah Patrick Willett
Wynn Gavin Piquard
Collette Morgan Piquard
DEATHS:
Sr Margaret Gregg CSJ
Paul Albrecht
Rita Anderhub
Rick Caskanett
Richard Berardino
NEW PARISHIONERS:
Bob & Susan Rothwell
Dan & Jane Hackett
Gary & KathyWinschel
Caitlin, Jack
Jeremy & Cashia Piquard
Wynn, Collette
Harry & Joan Hadd
David & Linda Gerheauser
Bill & Jessica Pracht
Samantha
Bob & Marlene Hassler
FAREWELL:
Bob & Diana Unterreiner

John & Renee Eddy
Rosemary Hopkins

ALLELUIA

*We are happy to correct
our previous Update. The
Avola
Family has NOT left the parish,
but is still active at Mary Mother.
We apologize for any confusion!

CHRIST IS RISEN

